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IN THE CLAIMS 



Ple^d eater the foUotving dmendnieiits to independent claims 1, 22, 30. 34^ and S4 as 
well a^ to d^endent claims 2, 20, 21, 23, 25, 27, 3 1 , 32, 55. Claim 34 has been amended to 
overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 101. Other claims are being amended to clariiy 
aspects of the invention and to correct informalities. In many instances, the claim 
amendments are beheved to be broadening amendments. Substantive amendments are 
believed at least supported in Figure 2B, (page 3, line 18 - page 4, line 6), (page 15, line 6 - 
page 16> line 4), and associated description. The amendments are believed to introduce no 
newmatter. 

1 ; (Currently Amended) A method for generating opetationallv limited c ontrolling us e of 
hardware and software, the method comprising: 

t/^^t^iyi'no ii'rffnge iTtf^rmatinri associated with a prqtected intellectual nropertv block 
configu red for inaplementation on a device: a param e t e r having a prototype operation rang e 
and a production op e ration - rang e , wh e r e in a porhoxt th e prototypo - oporation rango is - otitsid e . 
of th e pxodUi(5ti€H3 r opQratioai rongo; 

generating operationallv limited hardware and software, wherein the hardware and 
software is operationallVLltmited Tising McenseJnfonnatiQn associated with the intellectual 
property block- l inaitiba^ operation of th e hardwar e and sofhvar e to th e portjon of th e protot>rp e 
oporatiQn rongo outsido of tho production operation rongo, 

2, (Currently Amended) The metitod of Claim 1 wherein the hcense information 
identifies a parameter associated with a p rototype operation range and ajiroduction operation 
range overlap, 

3- (Original) The method of Claim 2 wherein^the parameter is a hardware paranxeter, 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 3 wherein the hardware parameter is a data format. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 3 wherein the hardware parameter is the number of 
pin contacts between the hardware and an external device, 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 3 wherein the hardware parameter is a signal limit. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 6 wherein the signal limit is a hmit on the number of 
ir^ut signals allowed into the hardware by the software. 
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8. (Origmal) The method of Claim 6 wherein the signal Hmit is a limit on the n\imber of 
output signals allowed out of the hardware by tiie software, 

9. (Original) Hie method of Claim 8 wherein the output signals are signals used to 
provide the status of either the hardware or the software. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 3 wherein the parameter is limited by preselected 
fabrication of the hardware. 

1 1. (Original) The method of Claim 3 wherein the parameter is limited by preselected 
augmentation of the hardware. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 2 wherein the parameter is a software parameter. 

13. (Original) The method of Claim 12 wherein the parameter is a time Limit on run time 
during which the software will pemiit operation of the hardware. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 13 further comprising the step of disabling the 
hardware after the time limit has been attained. 

15» (Original) The method of Claim 14 wherein the step of disabhng the hardware 
comprises a reset of a register in the hardware. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 14 wherein the step of disabling the 
hardware comprises a global tri-state of the hardware IQI/O. 

17. (Original) The method of Claim 14 wherein disabling the hardware comprises a 
random Sdlure of the hardware. 

18. (Ori^nal) The me^od of Claim 14 wherein an internal clock of the hardware is used 
to measure the nm time of the hardware. 

19. (Original) The method of Claim 2 wherein the step of identifying a parameter 
comprises the step of identifying multiple parameters in accordance with the identification 
step and fiirther wherein the step of limiting operation of the hardware and software 
comprises the step of limiting operation of the hardware and software with regard to each 
identified parameter in accordance with the limitation step. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 2, wherein the intellectual property b][ofilt; 
iTnpTftt n ented on a-orogram m flble r.bip A hnrflwnrfi dnxTioA I'tnpTfltnfintin/^rhn TT i fitliftrf nf 

Claim 3. 

21 - (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20> wherein the p rogra mmable chip is a 
hardware devic e of Claim 30 whor e in the devic e is a p rogrammable logic device. 
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22- (Currently Am^ided) A methpd for disabling a hardwa]:e device oontroUiD^ -^ige-ef 
hordworo thot ugqg goftworo , the method comprising: 

identifying a run time limit that is (i) long enough to permit testing of the hardware in 
a prototype manner and (ii) too short for use of the hardware in a production manne r, wherein 
the nm time liTnit is configur ed at least in part using license informatjon associated with a 
protected intellectual propeatv block implemented on the hardware device : 

measurin gc ountxQg the time el^sed during operation of the hardware; 

disabling the hardware after the time elapsed reaches the r un time limi t is rooohod . 

23. (Cuuently Amended) The method of Claim 22 wherein measuring the time elapsed is 
performed using an internal clock associated with the hardware device, t he counting step is 
p e rform e d by an int e rnal clock vdibhi th e hardwar e , 

24. (Original) The method of Claim 22 wherein disabling the hardware comprises a reset 
of a register in the hardware. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 22 wherein disabling the hardware 
comprises a global tri-state of the hardware ^J/Q. 

26. (Original) The method of Claim 22 wherein disabling the hardware comprises a 
random feilure of the hardware. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 22 wherein disabling is selected from a 
reset of a register in the hardware, a global tri-state of the iOI/O of the hardware, and a 
random failure within the hardware. 

28. (Original) A hardware device implementing the method of Claim 22. 

29. (Original) The hardware device of Claim 28 wherein the device is a programmable 
logic device. 

30. (Currently Amended) A counter in a h ardware device, aoid oountor comprising: 
a clock; 

a memory including c ontainin g-a run time limit measured by the clock, the run time 
limit being^(i) long enough to permit testing of the hardware in a prototype manner and (ii) 
too short for use of the hardware in a production manne r, wherein the run time limit is 
CQnfigiffp4 at Ipm m payt using licen^g jlnformation associated witl; a prot^ctec^ ^tellectual 
property block implemented on the hardware device; 

CLTCuitry ct ynfi^^T^ to disabl em e ans for disabling the hardware device after the run 
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time limit is readied by the cloclc 

31- (Currently Amended) The hflrdwarejdevice .c ouiiter -of Claim 30 wherem disabling the 
hardware device is disabled using one of the foUowingi i s selected from the following:: 

reset of a register in the hardware, 

a global tri-state of the iOVO of the hardware, and 

a random failure within the hardware. 

32. (Cunently Amendec^ The A -hardware device of claim 30, wherein license 
information is associated with a time limite eea priGinc? tho oountor of Claim 3 0t 

33. (Original) The hardware device of Claim 32:, wherein the hardware device is a 
programmable logic device, 

34. (Currently Amended) A computer program product associated with a computec 
readable medium includmgjx>mputCT_ccKig^ oper ^t^'f^nall y limiteH >iar ^ware and 
software, the computer program product comprising: for oonlrolling us e of hordwof e-md 
software, th e computer program - pro AietHSomprt fflagr 

computer code for identifying a protected intellectual property block associated with a 

computer code for identL^dng a parameter having a prototype operation rang e and a 
production operation rang e , wh e r e in a portion th e prototyp e op e ration rang e is outsid e of th e 
produc^en operation range; 

computer code for identifying a parameter nsing license informati_Qn,asso_drated_with 
the protected intellectual nronertv block: 

ppmputer cod? foy g^ff^ating op^I::^<?^a^l^y Jjimited Mrdy^ and softwa^p, ^h^g 
the hardware and software is operationally limited based on the parameter identified using 
license information. 

oomputor code for limiting - operation of the hardwar e and s oftwar e to th e portion of 
th e prototyp e op e ration roug e outsid e of th e production op e ration rang e ; and 
, 'e HKmputer - rcadoblc medium - that - stor - Qs^o^omputor codes. - 

35. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 34 wherein the parameter is a 
hardware parameter. 

36. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 35 wherein the hardware 
parameter is a data format. 
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37. (QrigirLal) The computer program prc^iuct of Claim 35 where^ 
parameter is the number of pin contacts between the hardware and an external device, 

38. (Original) The coinputer program product of Claim 35 wherein the hardware 
paramet^ is a signal limit. 

39. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 38 wherein the signal limit is a 
limit on the number of input signals allowed into the hardware by the software. 

40. (Onginal) The computer program product of Claim 3 8 wherein the signal limit is a 
limit on Hie number of output signals allowed out of the hardware by the sofbvare. 

41 . (Original) The computer program product of Claim 40 wherein the output signals are 
signals used to provide the status of either the hardware or &e software. 

42. (Original) Thecomputerprogramproductof Claim 35 wherein the parameter is 
limited by preselected fabrication of the hardware. 

43. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 35 wherein the parameter is 
limited by preselected augmentation of tiie hardware, 

44. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 34 wherein the parameter is a 
software parameter. 

45. (Origiiial) The computer program product of Claim 44 wherein the parameter is a 
time limit on run time during which the software will permit operation of the hardware. 

46- (Original) The computer program product of Claim 45 further comprising computer 
code for disabling the hardware after the time limit has been attained- 

47. (Original) The computer program product ofClaim 46 wherein disabling the 
hardware comprises a reset of a register in the hardware. 

48. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 46 wherein disabling the 
hardware comprises a global tri-state of the hardware lO. 

49. (OrigLnal) The computer program product of Claim 46 wherein disabling the 
hardware comprises a random failure of the hardware. 

50. (Original) Hie computer program product of Claim 46 wherein an internal clock of 
the hardware is used to measure the run time of the hardware. 

5 1 - (Original) The computer program product of Claim 34 wherein the computer code for 
identifying a parameter comprises computer code for identi^dng multiple parameters in 
accordance with the conqmter code for identifying the parameter; and further wherein the 
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computer code for itmiti'tig operatioai of the hardware and software cotoprises cotapnter code 
for limiting operation of the hardware and software with regard to each identified parameter 
in accordance with the operation limiting computer code. 

52. (Currently Amended) The hardware device pf Q ^arm 34, wherein the design is 
imrplemented on a progr amma ble chiT3,A -bfli dwar e Kiovioo implomentine - th e- m e thod of Cloij aa 

53, (Cuirently Amended) Tbte hardware device of claim 52. wherein the programmable 
chin is a h ardi^naro da^ioo of Claim 20 whoroin the dQ\ioQ io a p rogrammable logic device. 

54. (Cuireotly Am^ded) A system m ethod f or generating operationally limited hardware 
and softwar o onablinnr nn-ntrnllfvl npomtinn nf hrirdu i Tnrn ^ the method comprising: 

means for identifying a protected intellectual •property block associated with a design: 
means for identifying license information associated with the protected intellectual 
property blocfc i dontifving on oporationol poramotcr lia>Tng a firot operation rango ond a 
gcoond operation rtuoge, whcyoin a portion of tfao first operation rang e ia - outoido - of the sooond 
op oration rtmgo; 

means for generating operationally limited hardware and software^ wherein the 
hardware and software ig operationally limited using license information. 

identifying an operational parom e ter limiting operationn^f^h e ^aaxiwaxo to th e- portion 
of th e first opoxation nmg e- outaido - of tho Gocond^peration rongo. 

55. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 54 wherein the license information 
comprises a ^ e-first operation range and a.&drsecond operation range ovorlap , 

56. (Original) The system of Claim 54 wherein the first operation range and the second 
operation range are mutually exclusive, 

57, (Original) The system of Claim 54 wherein the operational parameter is time and 
fbrther wherein the first operation range is a prototype testing time range and the second 
operation range is a production time range. 

58, (Original) The syst^ca of Claim 57 wherein the prototype testing time range has a 
maximum and further wherein the production time range has no maximimi. 

59, (OrigjpaT) The $yst^ of Claim 54 whereiii the first operation range is a range of 
timed operation having a maximum time limit and wherein the second operation range is a 
rai^e of timed opeocation extending beyond the maximum time limit 
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60. (Origiiial) The ^rston of Claim 59 wherein the second operation range has no 
maximum time limit. 
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